


Health Care Award Honoree

Maribel Hernandez, Community Education Specialist, UC Davis MIND Institute

Maribel is a parent to two adult sons with autism and she harnesses her own lived experience
to help families find resources as a family navigator. She is an exceptional leader who has had
profound impact on the lives of people with neurodevelopmental disabilities (NDD) and their
families. She has spearheaded countless community programs, partnered with community
members and professionals to develop long-lasting educational materials for the public to
educate people about NDDs, and she founded and continues to lead an annual
Spanish-language conference for families caring for a loved with NDDs. She is the Founder of
Aprendiendo Juntos, a yearly conference about autism and developmental disabilities. She is
also the lead of Collaboracién Latina CA, a statewide networking organization that includes
professionals serving people with disabilities who are Spanish speaking. She is the founder of
Padres para Padres-CEDD, a family support group for those caring for loved ones with NDDs.

Maribel has either solely initiated these programs and developed them from the ground up
with our partners or collaborated exceptionally well with our colleagues to develop the large
number of touchpoints we now have with Spanish speaking and Latino/a people in our
community and beyond. Her prioritization of Latino/a and Spanish communities and advocacy
of the community needs is always at the forefront of her worlk, and she is truly a gift to all of us.

Education Award Honorees
Andrea Fernandez Landa, IDEA Analyst, Town of Truckee

Andrea has been instrumental in the creation of the Town of Truckee's first Inclusion,
Diversity, Equity and Accessibility (IDEA) Action Plan, working tirelessly in a difficult
environment and advocating for the LatinX community in a new job that she is building
herself. A lot of what Andrea does is behind-the-scenes work with both colleagues and
community members, navigating difficult conversations to get staff and policy to reflect (IDEA)
practices and policies with language, approach, and input. She brings the culture of valuing
all people, empowering individuals, holding mutual respect and cultural humility. Beyond
translation of government documents and outreach materials to increase language access,
Andrea's rapport and relationship building actually gets monolingual Spanish speaking
residents to show up and participate.

Andrea has faced criticism and discrimination in a white male-dominated field and in the
community at-large and though social media is constant in mocking this work, Andrea persists
with grace and quiet determination. Andrea was also formally a TTUSD middle school
Wellness Program Specialist, helping youth access resources, build self-esteem and have hope
for the future. She works courageously to welcome, empower, and include oppressed
members of the community in the midst of a climate of fear and bullying and for that, she is
worthy of the Quetzal Award.



Kevin Hernandez, Marketing Director, Denio’s Farmers Market & Swap Meet
Kevin is a passionate community leader whose lifelong commitment to service has made a
lasting impact throughout the Latino community. Through his professional career, nonprofit
leadership, and volunteer service, he has consistently used his voice, skills, and platform to
uplift others, connect people with valuable resources, and create opportunities that strengthen
families and neighborhoods. Kevin is Director of Marketing for Denio's, helping to expand
community outreach by promoting local small businesses, many of which are Latino-owned,
while creating family-friendly events that celebrate culture, entrepreneurship, and community
connection. His efforts have brought increased visibility to local vendors and strengthened
relationships between businesses and the communities they serve.

Kevin also serves as a freelance reporter for Good Day Sacramento, intentionally using his
platform to tell stories that often go untold, giving recognition to organizations and individuals
making a positive difference in the community and connecting residents with important
resources while celebrating the diversity and resilience of the region. He embodies the spirit of
the Quetzal Award because his work bridges cultures, empowers nonprofits, supports local
businesses, and inspires civic engagement. He is not only a leader but also a trusted advocate
whose influence continues to create meaningful, lasting change throughout the region.

Youth Development Award Honoree
Blanca Hurtado, Client Services Practitioner, Placer County Children’s System of Care (CSOC)

Blanca has served youth and families as a mental health clinician/facilitator within Placer
County Wraparound and with the Juvenile and Family Treatment Court (JFTC) program, and
supporting youth with a comprehensive counseling program that focuses on alcohol and other
substance use problems. As a Wrap facilitator, Blanca was conscientious and sensitive to
Latino/a populations who struggled with language or literacy challenges by ensuring the use of
pictograms to support with plans. With JFTC, she partners with the Juvenile Probation Officer,
treatment team, and presents youths progress, strengths, and challenges during monthly
collaborative court proceedings, always practicing client-centered care via a trauma-informed
lens. During groups and assigned journaling that serve as an interactive counseling exchange,
she is insightful and advocates for youth needs as it pertains to cognitive level, learning
difficulties, as well as linguistic needs.

By suspending judgment and practicing empathy, she aids each youth’s learning styles by
meeting with them individually, reading to them aloud in private, and/or to allow for increased
comprehension. She serves as a role model, not only in her position as a mental health clinician,
but also as a respected military veteran of our country. She finds greatness and advocates for
Latino/a youth who have historically been negatively labeled by society, helping to empower
them by growing their self-confidence, working with their families to understand their
challenges, and being a consistent adult in their lives. Blanca is someone who is passionate in
supporting her community. This isn't something that can be taught, but a value that is
engrained, and for this, she is more than worthy of the Quetzal Award.
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Thank You to our Mesa Sponsors

Aquaria Funding Solutions
Denio's Farmer's Market
Dreamscape
First Foundation Bank / Sunflower Bank
Health Education Council
Lighthouse Counseling & FRC
Lincoln Rotary
Lopez Legal Services
McClatchy Insurance
Rachel Wesp, Realtor
Rock Creek Community
Rockwell Benefits/LPL Financial
Sacramento Environmental Justice Coalition
Santa Clara University
Sierra Business Council
Stand Up Placer
State Farm Andres Ordaz

Wells Fargo
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